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No. F. 14-82-1988-X-2.—In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 64 of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), the State Government hereby makes the following amendment in the Madhya Pradesh
Wildlife (Protection) Rules, 1974, namely :—

AMENDMENTS

In the said rules, for rule 34, the following rule shall be substituted, namely :—

“34. The conditions and the fees for entry in a sanctuary or a national park under Section 28.—

(1) Entry Permit—i(a) No person shall enter in any national park or sanctuary for any purpose mentioned
under sub-section (1) of Section 28 without an entry permit issued by the Chief Wildlife Warden,
Madhya Pradesh or by an officer authorised by him to do so, under such conditions and on
payment of such fees as prescribed in this rule made under sub-section (2) of Section 28 of
the Act.

(b) Entry permit shall be personal, non-transferable and valid for one-time entry or for the duration
mentioned therein.
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(2) Entry.—— (a) Entry in a national park or a sanctuary shall be free of charge for the following
purposes :

(i) investigation or study of wildlife and purposes ancillary or incidental thereto;

(ii) scientific research;
(iii) transaction of lawful business with any person residing in the national park or the sanctuary;

@iv) authorised study tour of the students of the recognised Educational Institutes or the members of
the Eco-Development Committees in the villages situated in the buffer zone of the tiger reserve
or within a distance of 5 km from the boundaries of the national park or the sanctuary;

) authorised study tour of the students, trainees, trainers and supporting staff of the Training and
Research Institutes of the Government of India, Ministry of Environment and Forests or the
Forest Departments of various States; and

(vi) entry of children up to 5 years of age visiting with their guardians.

D) A concession of 50 percent on the regular entry fee shall be given to the students of the recognised
Educational Institutes not covered under sub-clause (iv) of clause (a) of sub-rule (2) visiting on
an authorised study tour under prior intimation. An Institute shall be granted this facility only
once and for a single round during the entire open season of the tourism year (1st July to 30th
June of the next year).

() Under special circumstances, the Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh or the Officer-in-
charge of a protected area may give permission for free entry to any person or a group within
the limitation of the ascertained carrying capacity.

(d) For a visit to Van Vihar National Park on foot or on bicycle, a concession of 50 percent on the
regular entry fee shall be given to physically challenged persons or those who are below the
poverty line. Such persons shall be required to produce a certificate issued by the Competent
Authority at the entry gate to avail the concession.

(e) In any round, the combined free and the concessional rate entry shall not be in addition to the
ascertained carrying capacity of that round, but within it. This facility shall be limited up to 10
percent of the total annual carrying capacity for the entire tourism year.

@ The eligibility and the conditions for entry permits to be issued for any purpose mentioned in
sub-clause (i), (ii) or (iii) of clause (a) of sub-rule (2) shall be laid down separately by the Chief
Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh as per the requirements of a particular protected area.

(g) The rates of fee and the conditions for issue of entry permits for the purposes of tourism or
photography shall be according to the provisions as given below:—

TABLE -1

S. No.

&)

Purpose of Entry Area / Spot Two Wheeled Light Vehicles Minibus
Vehicles (Jeep/ Car/ Gypsy) (9 to 20 persons)
(Rs.) for (Up to 8 persons)
(Rs.) for (Rs.) for
Indian  Foreigner Indian Foreigner Indian Foreigner

2 3 “) () @ (7 ©)) ®

Viewing Core Area - - 1,200 2,400 5,000 10,000
wildlife by (Tiger Reserve)
vehicles
(Per round). Other national - - 400 800 1,600 3,200
parks or sanctuaries
(except Van Vihar
National Park).
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(1) 2 3 4 (5) (6) (7 (8) )
2. Visiting Pachmarhi 120 600 400 2,000 1,200 2,400
specific viewpoints.
spots by
vehicles.
Van Vihar 50 250 200 1,000 800 1,600
National Park
Pandav Fall
in Panna
National Park,
Raneh Fall in
Ken Gharial

Sanctuary, such
other spots, as
may be specified
by the Officer-in-
charge of the
protected area.

Note.—(1) Where the entry of auto rickshaws is permitted by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area, its
entry fee shall be double the entry fee of a two wheeler.

(2) In a minibus, a fee of Rs. 100/- (Indian citizen) and Rs. 500/~ (foreign citizen) per person shall be payable
for each of the additional visitors exceeding 20, though the total number of persons shall not be permitted to exceed
the total seating capacity of the vehicle in any case.

TABLE-2
S. No. Purpose Area / Spot Indian Citizen Foreign Remarks
of Entry Rs.) Citizen Rs.)
Rs.)
ey 2 (3) C)) (5) (6)
1. Visiting a specific Van Vihar National Park, 20 200 Per person
spot on foot. Pachmarhi viewpoints ,

Fossil National Park,

such other spots, as may

be specified by the Officer-

in-charge of the protected

area.

Bhimbetka (Ratapani

Sanctuary). 25 250 Per person.
Entry of vehicle
up to Vehicle
Parking shall
be free.

2. Trekking/ Cycling Van Vihar National Park 50 500 Per person per day
On the routes specified
by the Officer-in-charge  Other national parks 100 1,000  Per person per day

of the protected area) or sanctuaries.
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3. Camping All national parks 500 5,000  Per person per night.
(In the premises or sanctuaries The rate includes
specified by the trekking or cycling
Officer-in-charge on specified routes.
of the protected Arrival to and
area) departure from the

campsite shall be
allowed only during
daytime in the nor-
mal tourism hours.

4. Wildlife viewing Core Area (Tiger Reserve) 150 1,500  Officer-in-charge
from hide/ machan/ of the protected
watch tower Other national parks or area may limit the

sanctuaries 75 750 number of persons
at any spot keeping
in view the sensitiv-
ity of the site.

5. Visit/ wildlife Battery operated vehicle 50 250 Per person per round,
viewing by a (Van Vihar National in addition to the
vehicle provided Park, Ralamandal entry fee, subject to
by the protected Sanctuary). the availability of
area management. minimum number of

visitors as decided
by the management.
Engine driven vehicles 100 500 Per person per round,

(All national parks or

if minimum number

sanctuaries) of visitors, as decided
by the Officer-in-
charge are available.
TABLE - 3
S. No. Purpose Area / Spot Monthly Fee Annual Fee Lifetime Fee Remarks
of entry (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.)
¢y @) €) “ &) (6) Q)
1.  Morning  On the main road 100 1,000 15,000 Per person, regular entry
walk or of Van Vihar National pass shall be issued by the
cycling Park Director or an officer au

thorised by him, to do so.
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(i) If tourists of different nationalities are seated in the same vehicle, the fee prescribed for foreign
citizens shall be applicable.

(ii) Drivers, guides and naturalists shall be included in the count for the maximum number of
passengers allowed in a vehicle.

(iii) Keeping identity proof shall be mandatory for all the tourists listed in the entry permit. The entry
permit shall be cancelled, if the identities of the persons mentioned in it cannot be ascertained.

(iv) The duration of one round shall be fixed by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area.

) Tourists shall be free to use still or video cameras without any additional fee during a regular
round.

(vi) If a person pays full entry fee for a round by vehicle for wildlife viewing, no fee for viewing

specified spots by vehicle or on foot shall be applicable separately, for example Pachmarhi
viewpoints in Satpura Tiger Reserve, Pandav and Raneh falls in Panna Tiger Reserve efc.

(vii)  The Officer-in-charge of the protected area may specify the routes available for visit by vehicles
as well as the maximum number of vehicles of various types permitted according to the local
circumstances.

(viii)  As per requirement, the Officer-in-charge of the protected area may close specified routes or
areas for specified duration to the persons entering for the purposes mentioned under sub-section
(1) of section 28.

(ix) The Officer-in-charge of the protected area may lay down the standards for determining the
fitness of vehicles for allowing entry in the protected area. He may restrict the entry of any
category of vehicles.

x) The Officer-in-charge of the protected area may make provisions for registration of the vehicles
and the vehicle drivers engaged in taking visitors regularly in the protected area. The entry fee
for visitation of tourists in an unregistered vehicle or by an unregistered vehicle driver shall be
double of the regular fee for a registered vehicle of the same capacity.

(xi) For protected areas having online booking system the names of additional tourists may be added
either online or at the entry gate to the previously booked entry permit (ticket) subject to the
availability of space in the vehicle and on payment of entry fee prescribed for full vehicle for
each addition of a new tourist. The presence of the original tourist in whose name the ticket was
first booked shall be mandatory. An entry permit cancelled online shall not be available for online
booking again; it shall be issued at the entry gate by regular current booking instead.

(3)  Photography._(a) The permit for photography/ filming in the core area of a tiger reserve shall be issued by the
Field Director in the name of cameraman for which the fee payable shall be as per the table given below:—

Duration Indian Educational or Research Institutes, Other Indian Foreign citizens/  Remarks
Departments and Institutes of the citizens / Institutes Institutes
Government of India and State Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.)
Government (Rs.)
(1) @) (3) 4) )
First 7 days 10,000 20,000 40,000 Per cameraman
8th to 15th day 7,500 15,000 30,000 perday

16th day onwards 5,000 10,000 20,000
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(b)

©

(d

(e)

The permit for photography/ filming in other national parks and sanctuaries shall be issued
by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area, for which the fee payable shall be 50 percent
of that mentioned in clause (a) of sub-rule (3).

These rates shall be applicable only if a person asks for permission for photography/ filming
beyond the regular time or off the ordinary tourism routes. This fee shall be payable in
advance for the entire period of photography/ filming. For photography/ filming the time,
place and appropriate conditions depending on the local circumstances shall be laid down by
the Officer-in-charge of the protected area in consultation with Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya
Pradesh. The fee shall be payable in advance for the entire duration of the photography/
filming. Such permit shall ordinarily be issued in the open season and its duration may be in
parts also. For special reasons, permits for the purpose of photography/ filming may be
issued in the closed duration of the tourism year with prior permission of Chief Wildlife
Warden, Madhya Pradesh.

Cameraman shall be a person in whose name the permit for photography/ filming has been

issued. Two persons at the most shall be allowed to be with him for his help, but these
assistants shall not have the permission to do photography/ filming. This team of three
persons shall not be required to pay entry fee separately.

The permit for photography/ filming in a protected area shall ordinarily be given only for
recording the natural beauty, the wildlife or the natural history of the area. However, under
special circumstances, the State Government may permit photography/ filming for any other
reason:

Provided that the said activity does not adversely affect the ecology or the wildlife of the area. The

M

@

(b)

various fees payable for such a permit shall not be less than five times the regular fees
prescribed under the various sub-rules of this rule.

The Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh, may allow free of charge filming of wildlife
based films being made by the Forest Department or through any person or Institution, which
are intended to be used for training, publicity, extension, conservation education and research
purposes. The copyright on all such films shall be reserved with the Chief Wildlife Warden,
Madhya Pradesh.

Elephant Ride.—(a)For Tourism.—Only four persons excluding the Mahavat shall be
permitted to ride on an elephant at a time. The permission shall be free for children up to 5
years of age accompanied by their guardians. The routes and the rules for elephant ride shall
be determined by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area. The duration of the elephant
ride shall be one hour, for which the elephant fee payable on per person basis shall be as
follows:

Indian Citizen : Rs. 500/-
Foreign Citizen: Rs. 1,500/-

For Photography/ filming.-On demand of a cameraman holding the permit for photography/
filming under sub-rule (3), the services of elephant may be provided, subject to its availability
and on payment of fee prescribed for elephant ride on per elephant per 3 hours basis as
follows:

For an Indian Educational or Research Institute, a Department
or an Institute of the Government of India or State Government - Rs. 6,000/-

All others - Rs. 12,000/-
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(i)

(iii)

@iv)

Boating.-(a) In such protected areas where potential for boating exists in any reservoir/
river/ water body, the boating fees and the rules for the conduct of various types of boating
shall be determined by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area in consultation with the
Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh.

Only in the National Chambal Sanctuary, the boating fee payable on per person per hour
basis for a motor boat shall be as follows :

Indian citizen: Rs. 50/-
Foreign citizen: Rs. 500/-

Local Guides and Naturalists.-(a) A local guide or a naturalist registered by the Field Director/
Director/ Officer-in-charge of a Forest Circle or any other officer authorised by the Chief
Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh, shall compulsorily accompany the visitors entering a
protected area for the purpose of tourism or photography/ filming for their guidance. A local
guide shall either be a person who belongs to and ordinarily resides in the district or districts
in which the protected area is situated, or a retired forest officer of the State of Madhya
Pradesh. The guides of superior quality shall be designated as Naturalists. The categories and
the qualifications of the guides and the remuneration payable to them shall be as per the
provisions given below:—

Categories and Minimum Qualifications.-(i) Naturalist Category N-1 : He must be a graduate
and have knowledge of English, French or German language, the identification of mammal,
bird, flora, butterfly and snake species, the interesting facts about them, the scientific basis
for conservation of forests and environment, the evidence and signs of wild animals, the
wildlife estimation procedure and the latest estimated figures, the interpretation centre, the.
tourism rules, the Do’s and Don’ts in a protected area, the geology and geomorphology of
the protected area, complete knowledge of the forests and wildlife of the area, general
knowledge of the local tribal culture, have a certificate in First Aid and a minimum experience
of 5 years as a guide.

Naturalist Category N-2 : He must be a graduate and have knowledge of English, French or
German language, knowledge of the mammal and bird species, the identification of the
common trees, general knowledge of other groups of animals and plants and interesting facts
about them, the knowledge of the scientific basis for conservation of forests and environment,
the evidence and signs of wild animals, the wildlife estimation procedure and the latest
estimated figures, the interpretation centre, the tourism rules, the Do’s and Don’ts in a
protected area, the geology and geomorphology of the protected area, complete knowledge of
the forests and wildlife of the area, general knowledge of the local tribal culture, have a
certificate in First Aid and a minimum experience of 3 years as a guide.

Guide Category G-1 : He must have passed Higher Secondary and have working knowledge
of English, knowledge of the identification of all mammals and common birds, the identification
of common trees and interesting facts about them, the evidence and signs of wild animals,
the wildlife estimation procedure and the latest estimated figures, the interpretation centre,
the tourism rules, the Do’s and Don’ts in a protected area, the geology and geomorphology
of the protected area, general knowledge of the forests of the protected area, have a certificate
in First Aid and a minimum experience of 3 years as a guide.

Guide Category G-2 : He must have the knowledge of wild animals, roads in the forest,
identification of common trees interesting facts about them, general knowledge of the forests
and the wildlife of the area, wildlife management, animal behavior and habitat etc., the
tourism rules, the Do’s and Don’ts in a protected area, eagerness to acquire additional
knowledge.
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Naturalist/ Guide Fee.- The fee payable for hiring a Naturalist/ Guide shall be as follows:—

S.

No.

Category Naturalist/ Guide Fee (Rs.)

@

Excursion by vehicle Trekking/ Cycling Camping
(One round) (Per day) (Per night + duration
permitted for entry and exit)

©) “4) &)

N-1
N-2
G-1
G-2

600 1,150 2,300
500 850 1,200
400 750 900
300 700 800

Porter (Kuli) - 400 500

(d)

U

(b)

®

®

(b)

(©

(d

(e

On hiring a naturalist/ guide for a full day, the fee payable to him shall be equal to that
prescribed for trekking/ cycling.

The Closed and Open Duration of the Tourism Year.-(a) Ordinarily, no duration of the year
shall be closed for entry for the purpose of tourism or photography/ filming in Van Vihar
National Park, Madhav National Park, Fossil National Park Ghughwa, Dinosaur Fossil National
Park, Ralamandal Sanctuary, Sailana Sanctuary, Sardarpur Sanctuary, Orchha Sanctuary, Pandav
Fall in Panna National Park, Raneh Fall in Ken Gharial Sanctuary, tourist spots at Pachmarhi,
Chidikhoh (Narsinghgarh Sanctuary), Bhimbetka, Barrusot and Delawadi in Ratapani Sanctuary.
The entry in all the rest of the protected areas for the purpose of tourism or photography/
filming shall remain prohibited from 1st July to 15th October and the remaining duration of
the year shall be open for the purposes of tourism and photography/ filming. For special
reasons, permits for the purpose of photography/ filming may be issued in the closed duration
of the year with prior permission of Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh.

Excursions by vehicles in a protected area shall be permitted only half an hour before sunrise
and half an hour after sunset. The actual timings of entry and exit shall be decided by the
Officer-in-charge of the protected area.

Special Fees.—In order to control the impact of the tourist traffic on the wildlife and
environment, the Officer-in-charge of a protected area in consultation with the Chief Wildlife
Warden. Madhya Pradesh may impose special rates for any sensitive or special area, route or
activity by an order in writing issued after a prior notice of at least two months.

Miscellaneous.—(a) Any other tourism service or activity which is not mentioned in this rule
or having been mentioned has not yet started from the management point of view, may be
started with the prior permission of the Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh. Though,
this shall not be done until the possible adverse impacts of such an activity have been
assessed and the necessary management system has been put in place to control them.

The number of vehicles entering a protected area on the basis of its catrying capacity may
be determined by the Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh. In addition, separate carrying
capacities for other activities such as boating, trekking, camping, elephant ride, nature trail
etc. may also be determined by him.

The entry, the visitation or the use of any route or place by any specific person or all
persons may be prohibited by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area under circumstances
unavoidable from wildlife conservation or management point of view.

Detailed guidelines for photography/ filming, boating, excursion by vehicles, elephant ride,
trekking, nature trail, camping, use of a watch tower/ hide/ machan etc. or any new tourism
activity to start in future may be issued by the Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh,
which shall be deemed to be a part of this rule.

No gathering, conference, meeting etc. shall be organised within the boundaries of a protected
area except under a specific permission of the State Government. This restriction shall not
apply to the organisation of meetings of the Madhya Pradesh State Wildlife Advisory Board,
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meetings of officers of the Forest Department of the State of Madhya Pradesh, training
programmes of the Institutes engaged in imparting training in forest and wildlife conservation
and management or training programmes or workshops organised for forest officers.

To display, paste or erect any advertisement, signboard, banner, chart etc. or to continue to
do so in a protected area in an unauthorised manner shall be prohibited.

No person shall destroy, damage or deface any writing, sign etc. on any tree, bridge, rock,
fence, seat, notice board, trash box or any other thing or spot in a protected area.

The Officer-in-charge of the protected area may prohibit the use of mobile phones by visitors
in the protected area.

The use of spotlight to see wildlife for the purpose of tourism or photography/ filming shall
be prohibited.

(i)Appropriate action under provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and other legal

actions may be taken by the competent forest officer against any person entering the protected
area for any purpose and found to violate any rule, regulation, condition or instruction issued
by the management. The Officer-in-charge of the protected area may bar the entry of such a
person for part or full duration of his entry permit.

For any violation by the cameraman or any of the assistants of his photography/ filming
team, in addition to taking legal action against the violator by the competent forest officer,
the entry of the entire team may be barred by the Officer-in-charge of the protected area for
part or full duration of the photography/ filming permit issued to them.

For any violation by the registered vehicle/ boat or driver/ boatman or naturalist/ guide, in
addition to the legal action by the competent forest officer, their entry during the tourism
year (1st July to 30th June of next year) may be barred by an officer not below the rank of
a Forest Ranger for 7 days for the first violation, for 1 month for the second violation and
for the rest of the tourism year for the third violation. The Officer-in-charge of the protected
area may bar the entry in the protected area, for the next two tourism years, of a registered
vehicle/ boat, driver/ boatman, naturalist/ guide who/which is barred for 3 violations in each
tourism year for two successive years.

Any habitual offender or a person involved in a violation of grave nature may be permanently
barred from entering the protected area by an order in writing issued by the Officer-in-charge
of the protected area.

No action of barring the entry of a person under this sub-rule shall be taken without giving a
reasonable opportunity of hearing to the affected person.

The rates of various fees applicable to the Indian citizens shall apply to the citizens of Nepal
also.

All the protected areas shall remain closed for tourism and photography/ filming on the
Government holidays of Dipawali and Holi. Besides these, the other days on which the
protected areas shall remain closed for tourism and photography/ filming shall be decided by

the State Government.”. .
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