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THE ELECTRONIC FILING (E-FILING) IN THE HIGH COURT OF
' MADHYA PRADESH RULES, 2020

In exercise of the powers, conferred by Article 225 of the Constitution of India,
scction 54 of the States Reorganisation Act 1956, clauses 27 and 28 of the Letters
Pateut, section 3 of the Madhya Pradesh Uchcha Nyayalaya (Khandpeeth ko Appeal)
Adhiniyam, 2005, the High Court of Madhya Pradesh, hereby, makes the following
Rules, regulating practice and procedure pertaining to use of e-filing for Courts of the

High Court:

I.  NOMENCLATURE:
Thesc Rules shall be called The Electronic Filing (E-filing) in the Iligh Court of
Madhya Pradesh Rules, 2020.

2. APPLICABILITY AND ENFORCEMENT:
These Rules shall apply to Electronic Filing (e-filing) of the cases in the High
‘Court of Madhya Pradesh and shall come into force from the dates and for the

categories of cases as may be notified by the Chief Justice of the High Court of
Madhya Pradesh from time to time.
3.  DEFINITION: _
(a) “Conventional Filing” is the physical non-electronic presentation of
documents to the Court.

(b)  “Court” means High Court of Madhya Pradesh.
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(c)

(d)

(©)

©

(8

(h)

0

“Documents” mean  pleadings, petitions, applications/interim
applications, annexures, exhibits, affidavits, memoranda, papers, orders,
notices and any other filing including filing of reply to the court.
“Electronic court records” are electronic records created, generated,
sent, communicated, received, or stored by electronic means which are
capable of being printed on paper, or transferred to archival media,
without loss of content or material alteration of appearance. Court
records may be created or converted to electronic formats by court to
searchable electronic records using scanning technoiogy. Electronic court
records shall constitute the official record and will be equivalent to court
records filed in paper.

“eFiler” means an individual filing the documents electronically through
the electronic filing system and who has a user ID, password, and limited
authority to file documents electronically.

“Electronic filing (eFiling)” means the clectronic transmission of a

document to the coun}\ using the court's electronic filing system, together

‘with the transmission from the court of a notice of clectronic filing.

Sending a document to the court via email or facsimile or any messenger
app does not constitute "electronic filing.”

“E-Filing System (EFS)” is the system of networked hardware,
software, and service providers approved by the High Court of Madhya
Pradesh for the filing of documents via the Internet for use by the Courts
in Madhya Pradesh.

“FElectronic identity” means ihc combination of the cFiler's login
ID/username, password, and profile.

“High Court Case Managemeht.lnformation System (IICCMIS)” is
the system of networked software and hardware used by High Court in
Madhya Pradesh that may receive, organize, store, retrieve and transmit
data of cases. '

“Hard Copy” means a printed version of the documents or/and pictures

on paper, whichever is filed through eFiling.
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(k) “Notice of Electronic Filing (NEF)” mecans a notice sent by email or
SMS conlaining the details automatically generated by the clectronic
filing system at the time of filing the document with the system, in Indian
Standard Time (IST). A Notice of Electronic Filing will be sent to the
registered email and mobile phone number given at the time of eliling by
eFiler immediately after the eFiling. _

()  “PDF” means an electronic document filed in a portable document
format, which is readable by the free Adobe® Acrobat® Rcader.

(m) “PDF/A” means an ISO-standardized version of the Portable Docunﬁcnt
Format (PDF) speciélized for the digital preservation of electronic
documents.

(n)  “Public Access Terminal” is a publicly accessible computer provided
by a court that allows a member of the public to access the EFS and
public court records. |

(0) “Scanned document” means an electronic image created by scanning a
paper document.

(p) “Technical failure” means failure of the court's hardware, sofiware,
and/or telecommunications facility which results in the impossibility for
an cFiler to submit a filing electronically. Technical failure does not
include malfunctioning of an eFiler's equipment. -

(@) “User Agreement” is an agreement in a form approved by the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh that establishes obligations and responsibilities
of the eFiler within the EFS.

() “chsﬁtc Administrator” is an Officer/Official nominated by the Chief

Justice.
(2) Words and expressions used and not defined in these Rules shall have the
same meaning as assigned to them in the High Court of Madhya Pradesh
Rules, 2008, Code of Civil Procedure 1908, Indian Evidence Act, 1872,
Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Gcnenal Clauses Act, 1897.
4. PETITIONS TO BE FILED FLE(“IRONICALL
Ixcept as provided elsewhere in these rules, all petitions,
applications/interim appiications, appcals and other pleadings including
reply/documents in fresh, pending or disposed of cases, may be filed
electronically in the manner hereinafter provided. A document that an advocate

or party files clectronically under these Rules has the same legal effect as a

document in paper form.
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Provided that the parties and advocates shall continue to file the hard

copy within 3 working days of eFiling in urgent cascs and 7 working days in

ordinary cases. The date of filing of hard copy shall be taken to be the date of

filing and datc of cFiling shall be taken to be the date of filing for computing

the period of limitation.
5. REGISTRATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EFILERS:
(1) Registration in EFS would be limited to:

(a)

(b)

Advocates practising in the High Court in Madhya Pradesh
registered with HCCMIS; and

Self-represented parties.

(2) Registration:

()

(b)

©

(d)

(e)

The ecFiler's login ID/username, password, and profile will
constitute the eFiler's electronic identity and user account for the
purposcs of thesc Rules. eFilers must register online through the
website of High Court of Madhya Pradesh.

If the User is an Advocate, he will be required to provide Bar
Council Registration Number, Mobile Number and Email address
for creating login 1D on CMIS Software.

If the User is any Institution, Authority, College, School,
University, Company, Corporation, Bénk, Cooperative society,
Society registered under the Society ‘Registrati.on Act, Non
Governmental Organization etc it will be r-equifed to provide its

address, details of authorized person(s), name email and mobile

“number for creating a login ID on CMIS Software.

If the User is any individual, he will be required to provide his
PAN number/Aadhaar Number/Voter ID number (any one) and
Mobile Number and Email ID for creating login ID on CMIS
Software. \ '

The eFiler will be subject to the terms of the eFiling system user

agreement.
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(3) Responsibilities of eFilers. ,

(a) It will be the responsibility of the eFiler to have a valid and
working email address that has not exceeded its size limitation in
order to receive notification from EFS electronically. Tt will not be
the responsibility of the court to ascertain whether an eFiler is

- receiving notifications from the eFiling system via email or not.
(b) If an eFiler's email address, phone number, or other information
provided in the cFiler's profile has changed, the cFiler must
- promptly make the necessary changes to his or her profile.
(¢)  An eFiler shall be liable for:
(i)  Any conduct undertaken using his user 1D; and
(i) The conduct of any person to whom access is provided by
him by sharing his user ID and password.

Any inappropriate conduct may result in suspehsion
of the account or other proceedings as may be permissible
under the law for the time being for contempt of court, or
commission of an offence under relevant laws in force at the
time of the inappropriate conduct. It shall be presumed that
the document(s) has(ve) been filed by the person using the
user ID and it shall be.the responsibility of the user to
maintain the secrecy of his ID and password. If an ckiler
believes that the security of his or her electronic identity has
been compromised or that a threat to the system exists, the
cFiler must notify the eFiling website administrator.

(d)  An eFiler shall take all reasonable steps to ensurc that the filing
does not contain computer code, including viruses, that might be
harmful to the court’s electronic filing system and to other users of
that system;

6. PROCEDURE FOR E-FILING:
(1)  Whenever a party intends to file a petition, application or document etc. it

shall prepare the original text material, documents, notice of motion,
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memorandum of parties, reply main petition or appeal, imerlocutoryb
applications etc. electronically using any word processing software in a
format that can be rendered with high fidelity to originals, is searchable
while maintaining original document formatting and capable of being
tagged, the formatting style of the text will be as under:

(a) Page Size: The documents shall be prepéred on the A4 page size.
Conventionally filed documents shall conform to the existing
Rules regarding the page size and nature of the page.

(b) Print Size: The font shall be Times New Roman and the typeface
shall be 14-point in body text and footnotes 12 points.

(c)  Spacing: All text shall be one and half line spaced, except that
footnotes, tables, charts, or similar material and text that is blocked
and indented shall be 1 line-spaced.

(d) Numbering: The pages shall be numbered at the bottom of all
pages including the front page. Index and the chronological list of
cvents shall be consecutively numbered at the bottom beginning
with numeral onc (1) with ccntral alignment.

(e) Margins: All the documents shall have minimum top and bottom
margins of 2 cm from the end of the documents while the left and
right margins shall be 4 cm from the end of the document.

() Alignment: All the documents shall be aligned with justified
alignment.

(g) Cover/Page Headers: Each page, except for the front page, of the
document shall contain a header that lists the name of the

. party(ies) ﬁl.ing the document and the document name (e.g., "Writ
petition filed on behalf of AB" or "Reply filed on behalf of XY™").
(2) Documents must be converted to PDF/A or PDF format before they are
filed in the eFiling system by using any PDF converter or in-built PDF
conversion plug-in provided in the software. PDF/A is the preferred
format for EFS.
(3) Where the document is not a text document and has to be enclosed with

the petition, appeal or application or other pleadings, as the case may be,
the document shall be scanned using an image resolution of 300 dpi (dot
per inch) and saved as a PDF or PDF/A document in A4 size. The eFiler
must ensure that the filing is an accurate representation of the document
and is complete and readable. Where the original is not clearly legible, a

typed copy of the same shall be filed at the same time duly certified by
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the advocate filing the same to be a true typed copy of the docume_nt.. It

shall also be scanned and uploaded along with the original. The

documents shall be printed on one side of the paper and when the original
is printed on both sides, its typed copy will be typed on one or both sides.

(4) The maximum permissible size of the file that can be uploaded at the
time of e-filing is 20 MB. However, if the file is large, it can be split and
uploaded separately.

(5) Documents filed in other formats or exceeding the prescribed size limits
will not be accepted for filing, save that the same can be filed using a
conventional filing.

(6) If the filing of an electronically submitted document requires leave of
court, the eFiler should attach the proposed document as an attachment to
the application requesting leave to file. If the court grants the leave and
allows the proposed document, the eFiler must re-file the proposed
document to make it part of the reéord.

(7) Signatures:

A document electronically filed using the eFiling system must bear
the digital signature of the filing party's advocate, or party where it is not
represented by an advocate as more fully described in paragraphs (a) and
(b) below. The digital signature of the filing party's advocate will be
ireated as a personal signature and will serve as a signature for purposes
of Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 or any
other Rules of Procedure and Practice, applicable statutes, the Local
Rules and any other purpose for which a signature is required in
connection with proceedings before the court.

(a)  An electronically filed document must include a.signature block
-setting forth the name, mailing address, phone number, fax number
(if any), and email address of the filing party's advocate or party
where it is not represented by an advocate.

(b) In addition, the name of the filing party's advocate must be
preceded by a "/sd/" and typed in the space where the signaturc
would otherwise appear. A handwritten signature will be required
for any conventionally filed document.

(c) Affidavits and exhibits to pleadings with original handwritten
signatures must be scanned and filed in PDF or PDF/A format.

(d) (i)  Where the party or the advocate does not possess the digital

signatures issued by the competent authority, such an
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(i)

advocate or the party may authenticate efiled documents by

using the adhaar number belonging to the advocate or party

and the OTP sent to the registered mobile number of the
advocate or party with UIDAI (Unique ldentification

Authority of India). Such authentication shall be considered

valid for all intents and purposes and it shall be the

responsibility of the party or the advocate to maintain the
security of his Aadhaar number and the mobile phqne
registered with the UIDAIL

Where a document requires signatures of more than one

party it may be filed either by:

(A) representing the consent of the other parties on the
document by inserting in the location where each
handwritten signature would otherwise appear the
typed signature of each person, other than the filing
party, preceded by a "/sd/" and followed by the words
"by permission” (e.g., "/sd/ AB by permission”); or by

(B) electronically filing a scanned document containing

all necessary signatures.

(8) The signature on any document required to be notarized, acknowledged,

verified, or made under oath must be handwritten and scanned into the

eFiling system. The court will maijntain the scanned document as the

official court record, and the filing party must file the original documents

with the pleadings by conventional filing.

(9) The applicable instructions for eFiling will be made available on the

website of High Court of Madhya Pradesh (https://mphc.gov.in/) and

every cFiler will have to abide by the same.
DOCUMENT BINARY FILE NAME STANDARDS:

(1)  The following special characters arc not allowed in a file name:

A quotation mark (")

A number sign/Pound (#)

Per cent (%)

Ampersand (&)

Asterisk (*)

Colon (2)

Angle brackets (less than, greater than) (<>)

A question mark (?)
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e Backslash (\)
< Forward slash (/)
<> Braces (left and right) ({ })
< Pipe(])
< A tilde (~)
< The period (.) character used consecutively in the middle of
the file name or at the beginning or end of the file name.

(2) File names will not end with any of the following strings:

<> files

< _files

o -Dateien
s fichiers
< _bestanden
& file

% _archivos
<> -filer

% _tiedostot
s  pliki

<> _soubory
< _elemei
<& _ficheiros
<> _arquivos
<> _dosyalar
< _datotcke
< _fitxers

% _failid

s fails

< _bylos

%  _fajlovi
<> _fitxategiak

o In addition, file names should not exceed 30 characters in length,
including spaces. Single space must be counted as one character

each.

8. PAYMENT OF COURT FEE:-
Court fee can be paid by online payment to the M. P. Treasury or through

any authorized service provider approved by High Court of Madhya Pradesh.

The payment code whether automatically generated on payment of court fee



T 4 (1)

YR Yo, faTe 19 97 2020 | 753

10.

11.

online through the M. P. Treasury or through any aﬁthorized service provider

approved by High Court of Madhya Pradesh has to be filed in the appropriate

box at the time of e-filing.

RETENTION OF ORIGINALS:-

The originals of the documents that are scanned and digitally signed
either by counsel or parties in person at the time of e-filing shall be preserved
for production upon being directed by the court at any time. In any event,
signed Vakalatnama, signed and notarized/attested affidavit shall be filed in
original in the Registry. Any other document whose authen'ticity is likely to be
questioned should be preserved at least for a period of two years after the final
disposal of the case including appeals if any and the following documents shall
be preserved permanently:-

(1) A power-of-attorney as defined in section 1A of the Power-of-Attorney

Act, 1882 (7 of 1882).

(2) The Arbitration Agreement under Arbitration Act 1996.

(3) Original certificate issued by election officer in election petition.

Note:- The responsibility for producing the originals and proving their
genu.{neness shall be of the party that has clectronically tiled the
scanned copies thereof.

PROOF OF FILING

The proof of eFiling will be available in the account of the eFiler and
shall be sent by way of email and SMS at the time of eFiling on the registered
cmail address and mobile number of the eFiler.

CASE ENTRIES.

The ofﬁcial nominated to receive an electronic filing shall verify every
Main Case, Interlocutory Application or any other documents in the Main Case
filed through e-filling. He shall scrutinize them and create a case entry using
the information provided by the eFiler to record the document filed. If errors in
the filing or case entry are discovered by the officials, the official shall through
E-mail / SMS notify the eFiler of the error within 2 working days from the date
of e-filing and advise the eFiler of what further action, if any, is required to
address the error. eFilers notified of an error through a Notification of Court
shall make corrections within three (3) working days of receiving the
Notification of Court from the officials in order to preserve the original time
stamp found on the Notice of Electronic Filing. Failure to make corrections will
result in the rejection of a filing by the court and could result in a failurc to

comply with limitation, if so applicable.
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_In case of removal of defect by the user, the Official nominated shall
re-verify the case, Application, Documents etc. as the case may be and if the
defects have been removed, the Official shall proceed to approve the
compliance and will proceed to register such case in a specified category.

After registration of the case, an online intimation/transfer shall be made
to the concerning Section/Court.

12 HARD COPIES OF PLEADINGS AND DOCUMENTS FILED
ELECTRONICALLY:- | . |

Lawyers, as well as parties, can print hard copies of all pleadings and
documents {iled electronically for their use in the Court or elsewhere. Party or
the Advocate eFiling a document or petition shall also file a hard copy at the
filing counter of the Registry of High Court of Madhya Pradesh, along with a

_ note mentioned in the beginning certifying that, “Hard copy and Soft copy are
the same” and in case of any discrepancy between the hard copy and the Soft
copy, the preference shall be given to the hard copy.

13. STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL OF ELECTRONICALLY FILED
DOCUMENTS AND PLEADINGS:-

The pleadings and dbcuments e]e_ctroniéally filed shall be stored on an
exclusive server maintained for thi§ purpose. Each case shall be separatcly
labelled and encrypted for this purpose to facilitate casy identification and.
retrieval. The security of such document and pleadingé shall be ensured and
access to them would be restricted in the manner indicated hereinbefore and as
may be notified from time to time. Backup copies of all electronically filed
pleadings and documents shall be preserved in the manner decided by the Court
on its administrative side.

14.  ACCESS TO ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS:- o
| Access to documents and pleadings filed electronically in a case will be
provided only to Advocates for the parties or the concerned parties themsclves.
The Advocate(s) or the party may obtain documents from the relevant entrics in
his account.
15. EXEMPTION FROM ELECTRONIC FILING:-

Exemption from e-filling of the whole or part of the pleadings and/or
documents may be pérmitted by the Court upon an application for that purpose
being made to the Court in the following circumstances:

(1) e-filing is, for the reasons to be explained in the application, not feasible;
or

(2)  there are concerns about confidentiality and protection of privacy; or
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(3)  the document cannot be scanned or filed electronically because of its
size, shape or condition; or

(4) the e-filing system is either inaccessible or not available for some reason;

| or

(5) any other sufficient cause.

16. COMPUTATION OF TIME:-

(1)  Electronic filing through the e-filing system will be permissible as per
sub-rule (4) of this rule on the date of filing. All other rules relating to
holidays etc. for the purpose of computation of limitation, as specified in
these Rules will apply to online electronic filing as well. The period
during which e-filing system is inoperative for any reason will be
excluded from the computation of such time. This, however, will not
extend limitation for such filing where Section 5 of the Limitation Act,
1963 or any other statutory extension of the period of limitation is not
available.

(2)  An electronic [iling may be submitted to the portal at any time of the day
or night, twenty-four (24) hours a day seven days a week. However, the
filing will not be oflicial information of record untl it has been stored on
the court's case management information system

(3) A document will be deemed E-Filed with the court, subject to payment of
all applicable fees, on the date and time reflected in the Notice of
Electronic Filing regardless of when the eFiler actually transmitted the
document to the court. ‘

(4) Filing a document electronically does not alter the filing deadline for that
document. The filing must be completed BEFORE MIDNIGHT, Indian
Standard Time, in order to be timely filed. However, if the time of day is
of the essence, the presiding judge may order a document be filed by a
certain time.

(5) Emailing a document to the court or to the presiding judge does not
constitute filing the document and such emails will be filed without any
intimation to the eFiler. A document will not be considered filed until the
eFiling system generates a Notice of Electronic Filing. '

(6) While the €Filing system is designed to accept filings 24 hours a day, it
may not always be available due to scheduled maintenance or technical k
difficulties experienced by the eFiler or system. eFilers should file

documents in advance of filing deadlines and during normal court hours.
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17. (1) INABILITY TO E-FILE:

(a) The rights of the parties shall not be affected by an EFS failure.

(b When E~Filiﬁg is prevented by an EFS failure, an eFiler or party
may revert to conventional filing.

(c) A technical féilure, including a failure of the eFiling system, will
not extend the period of limitation. The eFiler must ensure that a
document is filed limitation and, wherever necessary, the eliler
‘must file the document conventionally to meet the limitation.

(2)  Technical failures.

(a) If an eFiler experiehces a technical failure as defined herein, the
eFiler may file the document conventionally. The official receiving
documents conventionally may reqﬁirc the document to be
accompanied by a USB drive, CD-ROM, memory card or any
other storage media containing the document in PDF or PDI/A
format. »

(b)  An eFiler who suffers prejudice as a result of a technical failure as
defined herein or an eFiler who cannot file a time-sensitive
document electronically due to unforeseen technical difficulties,
other than a document filed under a limitation deadline, may seek
relief from the Court. Parties may also enter into an agreement
deeming a document, other than one filed under a limitation
deadline, timely filed.

(3) Anticipated system maintenance and downtime.

When the eFiling system will not be available due to scheduled
maintenance, eFilers will be notified by means of a notice posted on the
court's website of thg: date, time, and anticipated length of the
unavailability.

(4) Unanticipated downtime.

When the eFiling system'is unexpectedly unable to accept filings
continuously or intermittently for morc than one hour, eFilers will be
notified of the problem by the posting of a notice of the problem on the

court's website.

Rajendra Kumar Vani, Registrar General.
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THE HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH
VIDEO CONFERENCING AND AUDIO-VISUAL ELECTRONIC
LINKAGE RULES, 2020

PREFACE

With intent to avoid delay in judicial proceeding due to non-
availability of parties, counsels, witnesses and accused, there is an urgent
need for a user-friendly video conferencing facility and other modes of
audio-visual electronic linkage for the purposel of hearing of the cases as
well as recording of evidence of witnesses unable to attend the Court. The
information Technology is a good tool for speedy trial and speedy
justice.

The video conferencing will be an integrated web technology capable
of running seamlessly over Internet / Intranet, Virtual Private Network
(VPN) which allows the High Court of Madhya Pradesh to ensure the
presence of witness, accused and other Stakeholders.

Therefore, in exercise of the powers, conferred by Article 225 of the
Constitution of India, section 54 of the States Reorganisation Act 1956,
clauses 27 and 28 of the Letters Patent, section 3 of the Madhya Pradesh
Uchcha Nyayalayé (Khandpceth ko Appeal) Adhiniyam, 2005, the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh hercby, makes the following Rules, regulating
practice and procedure pertaining to use of video conferencing for Courts of
tHc High Court:

CHAPTER
PRELIMINARY

1. (i)  These Rules shall be called “The High Court of Madhya
Pradesh Video Conferencing and Audio-Visual Electronic
ILinkage Rules, 2020”.
(i)  Itshall apply to High Court of Madhya Pradesh.
(iii) It shall come into force from the date of their notification in the
Official Gazette.

2. Definitions
(1)  Inthese Rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

(i) “Advocate” means and includes an advocate entered in any roll

maintained under the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961
) :

-
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(x1)

and shall also include government pleaders/advocates and
officers of the department of public prosecution.
“Commissioner” means a person appointed as commissioner
under the provisions of Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, or the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 or any other law in force.
“Coordinator” means a person nominated as coordinator
under Rule 5

“Court” includes a physical court and a virtual Court or
tribunal.

“Court Point” means the courtroom or one or more places
where the Court is physically convened, or the plaée where a
Commissioner or "an inquiring officer holds proceedings
pursuant to the directions of the Court. ‘
“Court Room” means the place or room or enclosed space in
which court of law is held in front of the Judge(s).

“Court User” means a user participating in court proceedings
through video conferencing at a Court Point and includes
Presiding Judge of Court.

“Designated Video Conferencing Software” means a
software approved by the High Court for the use of Video
conferencing.

“Electronic records” shall bear the same mcaning as assigned
under the Information "Technology Act, 2000;

“Exceptional circumstances” includes a pandemic, natural
calamities, circumstances implicating law aﬁd order where it is
expedient for effective administration of justice and any other
matter relating to the safety of the Advocates, accused persons,
witnesses or any other required to be present before the Court
and includes ahy such incident or circumstance which may be
declared to be an ‘exceptional circumstance’ by the Court.
“Live Link” means and includes a live television link, audio-
video electronic means or other arrangements whereby a
witness, an, accused, party, pleader, advocate (s) or any other
person required by court to remain present in the court, while
physically absent from the courtroom is nevertheless virtually
present in the courtroom by remote communication using

technology to give evidence and be cross-examined or to
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(2)

preseht arguments or assist the Court or for any other purposc
in a judicial proceeding. |

(xii) “Institutional Remote Point” means the Courtroom or one or
more places in the Court Complex where the Remote Point is
physically convened for facilitating the audio-visual electronic
linkage with Courts points; »

(xiii) “Remote Point” is a place where any person or persons are
required to be present or appear through a video link.

(xiv) “Remote User” means a user participating in court proceedings
through video conferencing at a Remote Point.

(xv) “Required Person” includes: a

a. the person who is to be cxamined as a witness or otherwise ; or

b. person in whose presence certain proceedings are to be

recorded or conducted; or

c. an Advocate or a party in person who intends to examine a

witness ;.or

d. any person who is required to make submissions before the

Court; or

e. any other person who is permitted by the Court to appear
through video conferencing or other modes of audio-visual

clectronic linkage.

~(xvi) “Rules” shall mean these Rules for Video Conferencing for

Courts and any reference to a Rule, Sub-Rule or Schedule shall

be a reference to a Rule, Sub-Rule or Schedule of these Rules.
(xvii) “Video Conferencing” mecans and includes to conduct a

conference between two or more participants at different sites

by using computer networks to transmit audio and video data.

The words and phrases not defined herein shall bear the
same mcaning as assigned to there in thc Madhya Pradesh High
Court Rules, 2008, Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, Information
Technology Act, 2000 and the General Clauses Act, 1897.
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

CHAPTER Il
'GENERAL PRINCIPLES
General Principles Governing Video Conferencing and other

modes of audio-visual electronic linkage:

Video conferencing and other modes of audio-visual electronic
linkage facility may be used at all stages of judicial proceedings and
proceedings conducted by the Court. |

All proceedings conducted by a Court by way of video conferencing
and other modes of audio-visual electronic linkage shall be judicial
procecedings and all the courtesies and protocols applicable 0 a
physical court shall apply to these virtual proceedings. The protocol
provided in Schedule I shall be adhered to for proceedings conducted
by way of video éonferencing and other modes of audio-visual
clectronic linkage.

All relevant statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedings
including but not limited to provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 (hereinafter 1t will be called “C.P.C.”), Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (hereinafter it will be called “Cr.P.C.”), Contempt of
Courts Act, 1971, Indian Evidence Act, 1872(abbreviated hercafter as
the Evidence Act), and Information ‘Technology Act, 2000
(abbreviated hereafter as the IT Act), shall apply to proceedings
conducted by video conferencing and other modes of audio-visual
electronic linkage. '

Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of
judicial proceedings, and subject to such directions as the Chiel
Justice may issue, Courts may adopt such technological advances as
may become available from time to time for ensuring proper
conduction of proceedings through video conferencing and other
modes of audio-visual electronic ]in]&ge.

The Rules as applicable to a Court shall mutatis mutandis apply to a
Commissioner appointed by the Court to record evidence and to an
inquiry officer conducting an inquiry.

Unless expressly permitted, no person or entity, either at Court Point
or at Institutional Remote Point or at Remote Point, shall be permitted
to record the proceedings conducted by video conferencing or other
modes of audio-visual electronic linkage. In case of violation it will be

punishable in accordance with law.
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(vii) The person defined in Rule 2 (1) (xv) shall provide identity proof as

5.1

5.2

recognised by the Government of India/State Government/Union
Territory to the Court point coordinator via personal email. In case
identity proof is not readily available the person concerned shall
furnish the following personal details: name, parentage' and
permanent address, as also, temporary address if any and will make
available as per direction of the Court, However, The Court may,
upon satisfaction allow such person to participate in proceedings

without production of identity proof.
Facilities recommended for Video Conferencing

The following equipment is recommended for conducting
proceedings by video conferencing at the Court Point and at the

institutional Remote Point:

(i)  Desktop, laptop, mobile devices with internet connectivity and
printer; '
(ii)  Device cnsuring uninterrupted power supply;

(i) Camera;

{iv) Microphones and speakers;

(v)  Display unit;

(vi) Document visualizer;

(vii) Provision of a firewall;

(viil) Adequate seating arrangements ensuring privacy;
(ix) Adequate lighting; and

(x)  Awvailability of a quiet and secure spacc;
Preparatory Arrahgemcnts

There shall be a Coordinator both at the Court Point and at the
institutional Remote Point from which any Required Person is to be
examined or heard or is directed to remain present. However,
Coordinator may be required at the Remote Point only when a witness

or a person accused of an offence is to be examined

In all civil and criminal courts, the persons nominated by the High
Court or the concerned District Judge within whose jurisdiction the
respective civil or criminal court is present, shall perform the
functions of the Coordinators at the Court Point as well as the Remote

Point as provided in Rule 5.3
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5.3

The Coordinator at the Remote Point may be any of the following:

1 Sub
Rule

Where the Advocate or
Required Person is at the

following Remote Point:-

The Remote Point Coordinator
shall be:- |

5.3.1

Overseas

An official of an Indian
Consulate / the relevant Indian
Embassy / the relevant High

Commission of India

5.3.2

Court of another state or.union
territory within the territory of

India

Any authorized official
nominated by ~the concerned

District Judge.

5.3.3

Mediation Centre or office of
District Legal Services Authority
(including Taluka Legal Services

Committee)

Any authorized official
nominated by the Chairperson or
Sceretary ol the  concerned
District Legal Services

Authority.

Jail or prison

5.3.6

Hospital,  Public or Private,
(whether run by the Central
Government, the State
Government, local bodies or any

other person)

Observation Home, Special
Home, Children's Home, Shelter
Home, or any institution referred
to as a child facility (collectively
referred to as child facilities) and
where the Required Person is a
juvenile or a child or a person
who is an inmate of such child

facility.

Medical Supebrintcnde'nt or an

The Superintendent or Officer in

The concerned Jail
Superintendent or Officer in-

charge of the prison.

official authorized by them or
the person in charge of the said

hospital

charge of that child facility or an
official authorized by them.

[T 4 ()
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5.3.7

5.3.8

Homes,
Shelter

Niketans or any

Women’s Rescue
Protection
Nari

Homes,
Homes,
institution
(collectively

women’s - facility

referred to as women’s facilities).

referred to as a

The Superintendent or Officers
In-charge of the women’s facility

or an official authorized by them.

any other government office,

organization  or institution
(collectively  referred to as

institutional facilities).

In custody, care or employment of

The Superintendent or Officers
in-charge of the institutional
facility or an official authorized

by them.

5.3.9

5.3.10

Forensic Science Lab

The Administrative office in- |

charge or their nominee.

In casc of any other person

The

appoint any person deemed fit

concerned  Court  may

and proper who is ready and
willing to render their services as
a Coordinator to ensure that the
proceedings are conducted in a
fair, impartial and independent
manner and according to the
directions issued by the Court in
that behalf.

54

5.5

5.6

When a Required Person is at any of the Remote Points mentioncd in

Sub Rules 5.3 and video conferencing facilities are not available at

any of these places the concerned Court may formally request the

Principal District Judge, in whose jurisdiction the Remote Point is

situated to appoint a Coordinator for and to provide a video

confercncing facility from proximate place and suitable court

premises.

The Coordinators at both Court Points and Institutional Remote Points

shall ensure that the recommended requirements set out in Rule 4 are

complied with, so that the proceedings are conducted seamlessly.

The Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure that:
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5.6.1 All Advocates and/or Required Persons scheduled to appear in
a particular proceeding are ready at the Remote Point
designated for video conferencing at least 30 minutes before the
scheduled time.

5.6.2 No unauthorised recording device is used.

5.6.3 No unauthorised person enters the video conference room when
the video conference is in progress.

5.6.4 The person being examined is not prompted, tutored, coaxcd,
induced or coerced in any manner by any person and that the
person being examined does not refer to any document, script
or device without the permission of the concerned Court during

the course of examination.

5.7 Where the witness to be examined thrbugh video conferencing
requires or if it is otherwise expedient to do so, the Court shall give
sufficient notice in advance, setting out the schedule of video
conferencing and in appropriatc cases may transmit non editable
digital scanned copies of all or any part of the record of the
proceedings to the official email account of the Coordinator of the

concerned Remote Point designated in accordance with Rule 5.3.

5.8 Before the scheduled video conferencing date, the Coordinator at the
Court Point shall ensure that the Coordinator at the Institutional
Remote Point or Remote Point receives certified copies, printouts or a
soft copy of the non-editable scanned copies of all or any part of the
record of proceedings which may be required for recording statements
or evidence, or for reference. However, these shall be permifted to be

used by the Required Person only with the permission of the Court.

5.8.1 Where Required Person is connected from a place which is not
a Remote Point, or where no céordinator is available at Remote
Point, Court shall ensure that Required Person receives all

copies as mentioned in. preceding Rule.

5.9 Whenever required the Court shall order the Coordinator at the

Remote Point or at the Court Point to provide -

5.9.1 A translator in case the person to be examined is not conversant
with the official language of the Court.
5.9.2 An expert in sign languages in case the person to be examined

is impaired in speech and/or hearing.
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6.1

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

5.9.3 An interpreter or a special educator, as the case may be, in case
a person to be examined is differently abled, either temporarily

or permanently.

CHAPTER IIT
PROCEDURE FOR VIDEO CONFERENCING

Application for Appearance, Evidence and Submission by Video
Conferencing:

Any party to the proceeding or witness, save and except where
proceedings are initiated at the instance of the Court, may move a

request for video conferencing. A party or witness seeking a video

* conferencing proceeding shall do so by making a request in the form

prescribed in Schedule I1.

Any proposal to move a request to for video conferencing should first
be discussed with the other party or parties to the proceeding, except
where not possgible' or inappropriate, for example in cases such as
urgent applications. However the Court may, at its discretion, initiatc
process for hearing of any case through Video Conferencing and other

modes of audio-visual electronic linkage.

On receipt of such a request and upon hearing all concerned persons,

the Court will pass an appropriate order after ascertaining that the

application is not filed with an intention to impede a fair trial or 10

delay the proceedings.

While allowing a request for video conferencing, the Court may also

fix the schedule for convening the video conferencing.

In case the video conferencing event is convened for making oral
submissions, the order may require the Advocate or party in person to
submit written arguments and precedents, if any, in advance on the

official email ID of the concerned Court.

Costs, if directed to be paid, shall be deposited within the prescribed
time, commencing from the date on which the order convening

proceedings through video conferencing is reccived.
Service of Summons

Summons issued to a witness who is to be examined through video
conferencing, shall mention the date, time and venue of the concerned
Remote Point and shall direct the witness to attend in person along

with proof of identity or an affidavit to that effect. Such summons
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may be served through electronic means. However, the existing rulés
regarding service of summons and the consequences for non-
attendance, as provided in the C.P.C. and Cr.P.C. shall apply with
respect to service of summons for proceedings conducted by video

conferencing.

8. Examination of persons through video conferencing and other

modes of audio-visual electronic linkage

8.1  Any person being examined, including a witness shall, before being
examined through video conferencing, produce and file proof of
identity by submitting an identity docoment issued or duly recognized
by the Government of India, State Government, Union Territory, or in
the absence of such a d()‘éinme,nt, an affidavit attested by any of the
authorities referred to in Section 139 of the C.P.C. or Scction 297 of
the Cr.P.C,, as the case may be. The affidavit will inter alia state that
the person, who. is shown to be the party to the proceedings or as a
witness, is the same person, who is to depose at the virtual hearing. A
copy of the proof of identity or affidavit, as the case may be, will be

made available to the opposite party.

8.1.1 In absence of idéntity proof as required in rule 8.1 the

identity of the person required to be present or appear shall be

confirmed by the court with the assistance of the co-ordinator at

remote poinft at the time of procecdings through vidco
conferencing. '

8.2  The person being examined will ordinarily be examined during the

working hours of the concerned Court or at such time as the Court

may deem fit. The oath will be administered to the person being

examined by the Coordinator at the Court Point.

8.3  Where the person being examined,~or accused to be present, is in
custody, the statement or, as the case may be, the testimony, may bc
recorded through video conferencing. The Court shall provide
adequate opportunity to 'the.uﬁder—t,rial prisoner to consult with their

counsel before and after the video conferencing.

8.4  Subject to the provisions for examination of witnesses contained in
the Evidence Act, before the examination of the witness, the
documents, if any, sought to be relied upon shall be transmitted by the

applicant to the witness, so that the witness acquires familiarity with



a1 4 ()]

767

_ eAyR JE, AT 19 S 2020

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

the said documents. The applicant will file an acknowledgment with

the Court in this behalf.

If a person is examined with reference to a particular document then
the summons to witness must be accompanied by a duly certified
photocopy of the document. The original document should be
exhibited at the Court Point in accordance with the deposition of the

concerned person being examined.

The Court would be at liberty to record the demeanour of the person

being examined.

The Court will note the objections raised during the deposition of the

person being examined and rule on them.

The Court shall, obtain the signature of the person being examined on
the transcript once the examination is concluded. The signed transcript
will form part of the record of the judicial proceedings. The signature
on the-transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in

cither of the following ways:

8.8.1 If digital signatures are available at both the concerned Court

Point and Remote Point, the soft copy of the transcript digital‘ly

signed by the presiding Judge at the Court Point shall be sent by

the official e-mail to the Remote Point where a print out of the
same will be taken and signed by the person being examined. A
scanned copy of the transcript digitally signed by the
Coordinator at the Remote Point would be transmitted by
official email of the Court Point. The hard copy of the signed
transcript will be dispatched after the testimony is over,
preferably within three days by the Coordinator at the Remote
Point to the Court Point by recognised courier/registered speed
post.

8.8.2 If digital signatures are not available, the printout of the
transcript shall be signed by the presiding Judge and the
representative of the parties, if any, at the Court Point and shall
be sent in non-editable scanned format to the official cmail
account of the Remote Point, where a printout of the same will
be taken and signed by the person examined and countersigned
by the Coordinator at the Remote Point. A non-editable scanned
format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the

~ Coordinator of the Remote Point to the official email account of
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the Court Point, where a print out of the same will be taken and
shall be made a part of the judicial record. The hard copy would
also be dispatched preferably within three days by the
Coordinator at the Remote Point to the Court Point by

recognised courier/registered speed post.

8.9 An audio-visual recording of the examination of witnesses shall be
prepared at the Court point. An encrypted master copy with hash

value shall be retained as a part of the record.

8.10 The Court may, at the request of a person to be examined, or on its
own motion, taking into account the best interests of the person to be
examined, direct appropriate measures to protect the privacy of the
person examined bearing in .mind aspects such as age, gender,

physical condition and recognized customs and practices.

8.11 The Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure that no person is
present at the Remote Point, save and except the person being
examined and those whose presence is deemed administratively

necessary by the Coordinator for the proceedings to continue.

8.12 The Court may also impose such other conditions as are necessary in a
given set of facts for effective recording of evidence (especially to
ensure compliance with Rule 5.6.4).

8.13 The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without
interruption or the gfant of unnecessary adjournments. However, the
Court or the Commissioner as the case may be, will be at liberty to
determine whether an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on

what terms.

8.14 The Court shall, , be guided by the provisions of the C.P.C. and
Chapter XXIII, Part B of the Cr.P.C., the Evidence Act and the I'T Act

while examining a person through video conferencing. ... - -

8.15 Where a Required Person is not capable of reaching the Court Point or
the Institutional Remote Point due to sickness or physical infirmity, or
whose presence cannot be secured without undue delay or expense,
the Court may authorize the conduct of video conferencing from the
place at which such person is located. In such circumstances the Court
may direct the use of portable video conferencing systems. Authority
on this behalf may be given to the concerned Coordinator and/or any

person deemed fit by the Court.
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8.15.1 If the Court thinks fit, the required person may be
permitted by the Court to connect through video
conferencing or other modes of audio-visual electronic

iinkage from the place of his residence or work.

8.16 Subject to such orders as the Court may pass, in case any party or
person authorized by the party is desirous of being physically present
at the Institutional Remote Point at the time of recording of the
testimony, such a party shall make its own arrangement for

appearance /representation at the Remote Point.

8.17 Where the court is of opinion, for the reasons recorded that, without
showing the document (s) cvidence of the witness cannot be
effectively recorded, may decline to examine such witness through
video conferencing.

9. Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or Accused at a

Remotc Point

If in the course of examination of a person at a Remote Point by video
conferencing, it is necessary to show a document to the person, the Court

may permit the document to be shown in the following manner:

9.1  1f the document is at the Court Point, by transmitting a copy or image
of the document to the Remote Point electronically, including by

email and thereafter taking a printout of it at the Remote Point.

9.2 If the document is at the Remote Point, by transmitting a copy (not
editable)/ image of the same to the Court Point electronically
including by email. The hard copy of the document counter signed by
the witness and the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall be
dispatched to the Court Point via authorized courier/ registered speed

post.
10. Ensuring seamless video conferencing

10.1' The Advocate or Required Person, shall address the Court by videco
conferencing from a specified Remote Point on the date and time

specificd in the order issued by the Court.

10.2  If the proccedings are carried out from any of the Remote Point(s) (in
.situations described in Rules 5.3.1 .to 5.3.9) the Coordinator at such
Remote Point shall ensure compliance of all technical requirements.
However, if the proceedings are conducted from a Remote Point
falling in the situation contemplated under Rule 5.3.10, such as an

Advocate’s office, the Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure
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10.4

10.5

10.6

10.7

- 10.8

10.9

11.

11.2

compliance of all technical requirements for conducting. video

conferencing at both the Court Point and the Remote Point.

The Coordinator at the Court Point shall be in contact with the
concerned. Advocate or the Required Person and guide them in regard
to the fulfilment of technical and other requirements for executing a
successful hearing through video conferencing. Any problems faced
by such Remote Users shall be resolved by the Court Point
Coordinator. The Court Point Coordinator shall inter alia share the

link of the video conferencing hearing with such Remote Users.

The Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that any document or
audio-visual files, emailed by the Remote User, are duly received at

the Court Point.

The Coordinator at the Court Point shall also conduct a trial video
conferencing, preferably 30 minutes prior to scheduled video
conferencing in order to ensure that all the technical systems are in

working condition at both the Court Point and the Remote Point.

At the scheduled time, the Coordinator at the Court Point shall

connect the Remote User to the Court.

On completion of the video conferencing proceeding, the Court shall
mention in the order sheet, the case conducted through Video
Conferencing.

The Court shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and

connectivity for both Court Users and Remote Users.

On the completion of video conferencing, if a Remote User is of the
opinion that they were prejudiced due to poor video and/or audio
quality, the Remote User shall immediately inform the Coordinator at
the Court Point, who shall in turn, communicate this information to
the Court without any delay. The Céurt shall consider the grievance
and if it finds substance in the grievance may declare the hearing to be
incomplete and the parties may be asked to re-connect or make a
physical appearance in Court.

Examination of accused and witnesses.

The Court may, at its discretion, authorize detention of an accused, by

video conferencing or other modes of audio-visual clectronic linkage.

Save as otherwise provided the Court may, in exceptional

circumstances, for reasons to be recorded in writing, examine a
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witness or record the statement of the accused under Section 313
Cr.P.C. through video conferencing, while observing all due
precautions to ensure that the witness or the accused, as the case

maybe, is free of any form of coercion, threat or undue influence.

CHAPTER IV
GENERAL PROCEDURE

12.  General procedures

12.1 The procedure set out hereafter in this chapter is without prejudice to
the procedure indicated elsewhere in these Rules qua specific

instances in which proceedings are conducted via video conterencing,.

122 The Coordinator at the Court Point shall ensure that video
conferencing is conducted only through a Designated Video
Conferencing Software. However, in the event of a technical glitch,
the concerned Court may for reasons to be recorded permit the use of
a software other than the Designated Video Conferencing Software

for video conferencing in that particular proceeding.

12.3  The identity of the person to be examined shall be confirmed by the
Court with the assistance of the Coordinator at the Institutional
Remote Point in accordance with Rule 8.1 and/or Rule 8.1.1, at the
time of recording of the evidence and the same must be reflected in

the order sheet of the Court.

12.4  In civil cases, parties requesting for recording statements of the person
to be examined by video conferencing shall confirm to the Court, the
location of the person, the willingness of such person to be examined
through video conferencing and the availability of technical facilities

for video conferencing at the agreed upon time and place.

12.5 In criminal cases, where the person to be examined is a prosecution
witness or a court witness or a person is to make submission for
prosecution, or where a person to be examined is a defence witness or
a person is to make submission for defence, the counsel for the
prosecution or defence counsel or the accused, as the case maybe,
shall confirm to the Court the location of the person, willingness to be
cxamined by video conferencing and the time, place and technical

facility for such video conferencing.
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12.6 In case the person to be examined or appeared is an accused, the
prosecution / defence counsel will confirm the location of the accused

at the Remote Point.

12.7 If the accused is in custody and not present at the Court Point, the
Court will order a multi-point video conference between itself, the
witness and the accused in custody to facilitate recording of the
statement of the witness (including medical or other expert). The Court
shall ensure that the defence of the accused is not prejudiced in any

manner and that the safeguards contained in Rule 8.3 are observed.

12.8 Whenever required, the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall be paid
such amount as honorarium as may be directed by the Court in

consultation with the parties. - .
13.  Costs of Video Conferencing

In the absence of rules prescribed by the concerned Court, the Court
may take into consideration following circumstances when determining

and/or apportioning the costs of video conferencing;:

13.1 1In criminal casés, the expenses of the video conferencing facility
including expenses involved in preparing soft copies / certified copics
of the court record and transmitting the same to the Coordinator at the
Remote Point, and the fee payable to translator / interpreter / special
educator, as the case may be, as also the fee payable to the

. Coordinator at the Remote Point, shall be borne by such party as

directed by the Court.

13.2 In civil cases, generally, the party making the request for recording

evidence, through video conferencing shall bear the expenses.

13.3 Besides the above, the Court may also make an order as to expenses
as it considers appropriate, taking into account rules / instructions
regarding payment of expensés to tHe complainant and “witnesses, as
may be prevalent from time to time. '

13.4 It shall be open to the Court to waive the costs as warranted in a
given situation.

14. Conduct of Proceedings

14.1 All Advocates, Required Persons, the party in person and/or any other
person permitted by the Court to remain physically or virtually present
(hereinafter collectively referred to as participants) shall abide by the

requirements set out in Schedule 1.
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14.2

14.3

144

14.5

14.6

14.7

14.8

14.9

15.
15.1

Before the commencement of video conferencing all participants,
shall have their presence recorded. However, in case a participant is
desirous that their face or name be masked, information to that effect
will be furnished to the Court Point Coordinator prior to the

commencement of the proceeding.

The Court Point Coordinator shall send the link / Meeting 1D / Room
Details via the email Id / mobile number furnished by the Advocate or
Required Person or other participant permitted to bé virtually present
by the Court. Once the proceedings have commenced, no other
persons will be permitted to participate in the virtual hearing, save and

cxcept with the permission of the Court.

The participants, after joining the hearing shall remain in the virtual
lobby if available, until they are admitted to virtual hearing by the

Coordinator at the Court Point.

Participaiion in the proceedings shall constitute consent by the

participants to the proceedings being recorded by video conferencing.

lIistablishment and disconnection of links between the Court Point and

the Remote Point would be regulated by orders of the Court.

The Court shall satisfy itself that the Advocate, Required Person or
any other participant that the Court deems necessary at the Remote
Point or the Court Point can be seen and heard clearly and can clearly

see and hear the Court.

To ensurc that video conferencing is conducted seamlessly, the
difficulties, if any, experienced in connectivity must be brought to the
notice of the Court at the earliest on the official email address and
mobile number of the Court Point Coordinator which has been
furnished to the participant before the commencement of the virtual

hcaring. No complaint shall subsequently be entertained.

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by the Court under these
Rules by taking recourse to video conferencing, this shall specifically

bc mentioned in the order shect.
Access to .Legal Aid Clinics/Camps/LokAdalats/Jail Adalats

In conformity with the provisions of the L.egal Services Authorities
Act, 1987 and the laws in force, in proceedings related to l.egal Aid
Clinics, Camps, .ok Adalats or Jail Adalats, any person who at the
Remote Point is in Jail or Prison shall be examined by the Chairman /

Sccretary of the District Legal Service Authority or Taluka l.egal
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Service Committee or Members of Lok Adalats before passing any

award or orders in accordance with law.

15.2  Such award or order shall have the same force as if it was passed by
the regular Lok Adalat or Jail Adalat.

15.3 Copy of the award or order and the record of proceedings shall be sent

to the Remote Point.
16.  Third parties to the case

16.1 Third parties will be allowed to remain present during video
conferencing upon a specific order being issued by the concerned
Court. Each Court shall be guided by such general or special orders
made in that regard by the Chief Justice of the High Court in exercise
of their administrative jurisdiction. o

16.2  Where, for any reason, a person unconnected with the case is present
at the Remote Point, that person shall be identified by the Coordinator
at the Remote Point at the start of the proceedings and the purpose of
the presence of that person shall be conveyed to the Court. Such a
person shall continue to remain present only if ordered so by the
Court. 4

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS

17. Power to Relax

The Chief Justice may if, satisfied that the operation of any Rule is
causing undue hardship, by an order dispense with of relax the requirements
of that Rule to such extent and subject to such conditions, as may be

stipulated to deal with the case in a just and equitable manner.

- 18.  Residual Provisions o
Matters with respect to which no express provision has been made in
these Rules, shall be decided by the Court consistent with principle of

ﬁmhéring the interests of justice.
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SCHEDULE 1

All participants shall wear sober attire consistent with the dignity of"

the proceedings. Advocates shall be appropriately dressed in
professional attire prescribed under the Advocates Act, 1961. Police
officials shall appear in the uniform prescribed for police officials
under the relevant statute or orders. The attire for judicial officers and
court staff will be as specified in the relevant rules prescribed in that
behalf by the High Court. The decision of the Presiding Judge or

officer as to the dress code will be final.
The case will be called out and appearances shall be recorded on the
direction of the Court.

Jvery participant shall adhere to the courtesies and protocol that are

followed in a physical court. Judges will be addressed as

“Madam/Sir” or “Your Honour”. Officers will be addressed by their
designation such as “Bench Officer/Court Master”. Advocates will be

addresscd as “I.earned Counsel/Senior Counsel”

Advocates, Required Persons, parties in person and other participants
shall keep their microphones muted till such time as they are called

upon to make submissions.
Remote Users shall ensure that their devices are free from malware.

Remote Users and the Coordinator at the Remote Point shall ensure
that the Remote Point is situated in a quiet location, is properly
secured and has sufficient internet coverage. Any unwarranted
disturbance caused during video conferencing may if the Presiding

Judge so directs render the proceedings non-est.

All participants’ ceil phones shall remain switched off or in air-plane

mode during the proccedings.

All participants should endeavour to look into the camera, remain

attentive and not engage in any other activity during the course of the

proceedings.
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SCHEDULE 11

Request Form for Video Conference

1. Case Number / CNR Number (if any)
2. Cause Title . : ,
Proposed Date of conference (DD/MM/YYYY): ..

Location of the Court Point(s):

L2

Location of the Remote Point(s): e

o vos

Names & Designation of the Participants at the Remote Point:

7. Reasons for Video Conferencing:

In the matter of:

8. Nature of Proceedings: Final Hearing . Motion Hearing

Others

I have read and understood the provisions of Rules for Video Conf&:ren(.:i”r'lg
for Courts (hyperlink). I undertake to remain bound by the same to the
extent applicable to me. I agree to pay video conferencmg charges if so,

directed by the Court. :

Signature of the applicant/authorised signatory:
Date:

For use of the Registry / Court Point Coordmator

A) Bench assigned:

B) Hearing:

Held on (DD/MM/YYYY):
Commencement Time:

End time:

Number of hours:

C) Costs:

1 Overseas transmission charges if any:
To be incurred by Applicant /Respondent:
To be shared equally: :
Waived; as ordercd by the Court:

Signature of the authorised officer:
Date:

Rajendra Kumar Vani, Registrar General.
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In cxercise of the powers conferred by Articles 225 of the Constitution of
India, scction 54 of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, clauses 27 and 28 of the
i.ctters Patent, the High Court of Madhya Pradesh, hereby, makes the following
amendments in the 1ligh Court of Madhya Pradesh Rules, 2008, which shall come
into force from the date of notification in the Madhya Pradesh Official Gazette
(Iixtra-ordinary).

Amendments

1. In Rule 4 of chapter -1, after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rule shall be
added; namely;
“(3a) “The Electronic Filing System (EFS)” means electronic platform
through CMIS Software of the High Court / web portal of the High
Court (www.mphc.gov.in)- for filing of main case, interlocutory
application, any other document in main case filed through e-filing
system.”

2. In chapter X, in sub-rule (7) of Rule 2, for clause (b) and clause (c), the
following clauses shall be substituted, namely;
(b) neatly typed or printed on both sides of A4 size paper having not

less than 75 GSM, leaving a margin of not less than 4 centimeters on
the left and right and 2 centimeters on top and bottom,

(¢) It shall be printed using one and half line space, font size of 14 (for
quotations and indents - font size 12 in single line spacing) and font
face Times New Roman. Copy for opposite party be on white durable
paper.

3. In Rule 1 of chapter XI, in the beginning, before the word “Every”, the
words “Except in cases of ¢-filing;” shall be added.

e sk ok ol ok ok

Rajendra Kumar Vani, Registrar General.
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